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The monotony of the date lists as sources of information is more than 
once deplored, and, accordingly, the author very rarely records events from 
these sources unless they bear directly on the warlike operations of some 
king, and as a result, in the earlier period, where campaigns happen to be 
infrequent, such a booklet as John's Ancient Babylonia, although written 
as a simple chronicle, contains much more of concreteness and a sense of 
reality. 

On the whole, it is to be deplored that the writer has apparently so nar- 
rowed his own conception of what the history should contain that he could 
be content to describe the succession of reigns and the military campaigns 
and well-nigh ignore the more intimate social and economic life of the people, 
for which there is now such abundant material, and which in the long run 
determined the course of events more vitally than warlike operations. 
These and similar criticisms are not meant, however, to obscure the many 
points of excellence in the work, and the fact remains that Professor Rogers' 
History, because of the wideness of its scope and by reason of the inimit- 
able and charming manner in which the story is told, remains the most 
up-to-date and serviceable reference work for general use that has yet 
appeared on the subject. 

Leroy Waterman 
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EGYPTIAN MONUMENTS IN THE LEYDEN MUSEUM' 

The earlier sections of this monumental work have already been noticed 
in this journal.^ Three additional sections, containing (1) the tomb stelae 
of the Empire, (2) the late monuments, and (3) mummy cases, have now 
appeared. Dr. Boeser is to be congratulated on the successful continuation 
of a great and very useful task. The Egjrptian monuments in the remark- 
able Leyden collection now lie before us in a sumptuous series of photographic 
facsimile plates rarely equaled and never surpassed in the whole domain of 
archaeological publication. This is the more remarkable in view of the fact 
that there is not another of the large Egyptian collections of Europe that 
has been rendered available to science in this complete and sufficient manner. 
It is now possible to turn to any monument in the Leyden Museum, and to 
employ it practically as well as if one had the original itself. 

To the beautiful series of plates Dr. Boeser has added a very useful 
descriptive text containing all the essential facts regarding sources, materials, 
etc., and presenting also translations of the more important portions of the 

* Dr. P. A. A. Boeser, Beschreibung der aegyptischen Sammlunff des niederl&ndischen 
Reichsmuaeums der AltertUmer in Leiden. Aegyptiache Sammlung VI: Die Denkmdler 
des neuen Retches. (Dritte Abteilung.) Stelen. ' Aegyptiache Sammlung VII: Die 
Denkmdler der saitischeUt griechisch'rdmischen, und koplischen Zeit. Aegyptiache Samm' 
lung VIII: Beachrijving van de egyptische Verzameling in het Rijkamuseum van Oudheden 
ie Leiden, Mummiekiaten van het Nieuwe Rijk, 

^American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures, XXIII, 264 f.; XXVI, 
133 ff.; XXVII. 346 I.; XXIX, 229 f.; XXX, 229 t. 
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inscriptions, together with a bibliography of previous discussions. An 
excellent index adds greatly to the usefulness of the documents. 

Historians wUl welcome the tomb stela of Hatyay, who confesses very 
naively, "I was one whose family was poor and whose town was small, but 
the Pharaoh recognized me .... the king .... in the splendor of his 
palace saw me. He exalted me more than the courtiers, introducing me 
among the princes of the palace." The complete text of this unique monu- 
ment is now accessible (Leyden, VI, Plate I, pp. 1-2). One of the most 
important of the Leyden monuments is the stela of Nefru, a priest of Amon 
at Abydos. He is shown worshiping Osiris and Anubis. These two gods 
were left undisturbed, although Amon is everywhere expunged at the hands 
of Ikhnaton's emissaries. Were these agents unable to put through the 
king's will against Osiris at the god's great stronghold of Abydos? The 
king's cemetery at Amama is conclusive evidence of his hostility toward Osiris. 

It would be impossible to discuss with any completeness the many 
questions of interpretation, in which some differences of opinion might arise. 
The following have come to the reviewer's notice in looking over the plates. 
In Plate II (Vol. VI) should not the three horizontal lines, plus wedge and 
stroke, be read as water determinative instead of as "der zwei Lander"? 
Is not the owner of the stela on Plate XXI rather a sandal-maker than 
a "Beamter"? Among the late monuments I notice two names which 
I would read differently. The stela on Plate XIV, No. 9 (Vol. VII) , belonged 
to a man named "Dd-yn-hrt-ywf-'nb," not " In-hr-ywf-'nb." On the same 
plate. No. 8 belonged to Hr-s'-'st (Harsiese), not Hor. In the case of badly 
worn texts, the author has given us careful hand copies in his text. It 
would have been helpful if these had been more numerous, as in the case of 
the unportant stela on Plate XIX, No. 29 (Vol. VI). 

Your reviewer would like to suggest that it will greatly aid future refer- 
ence to the Leyden monuments if each of the sections of this new publication 
could receive a consecutive number. This would relieve us of the necessity 
of repeating the title of each section every time it is cited. The publisher 
has inserted the consecutive number with each part in his published list, 
but the consecutive numbers have not been inserted on the title-pages of the 
sections themselves, though they do appear on the cloth backs of the portfolios 
of the later sections. It would at once sanction the method of citation 
suggested if the consecutive numbers were inserted in aU future section 
title-pages. 

These, however, are very minor details. They have no weight in view 
of the great debt which we owe to Dr. Boeser and the authorities of the 
Leyden Museum for putting into our hands this rich treasury of ancient 
documents in a form so completely meeting the requirements of modem 

science. 

James Henry Breasted 
Universify of Chicago 



